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Albert Schweitzer
Indian thought and its development

That the idea of active love did arise in the popular
cthics of India in fairly ancient times we know from many
stories we meet in her literature and especially through the
ethical maxims found in the Kural, a work which probably
belongs to the 2nd century A.D.

The Kuaral is a collection of 1330 maxims in distich form,
attributed to the weaver Tiruvalluvar. In the matter of
authorship it 1s probable that not all the maxims are
Tiruvalluvar’s own, but that he also versified scme which
were ancient possessions of the people.

Kural means short strophe. Tiruvalluvar is really not a
name, but a title borne by the religious teachers who work
ameng the lower castes in the south of India.

What a difference between the Kural and the Laws of
Manu. which originated some four centuries before it! In
the latter, under the dominance of the Brahmanic spirit, world
and life affirmation is still just tolerated alongside world and
life negation. In the Kural world and life negation is only
like a distant cloud in the sky. In 250 maxims-they form the
concluding part of the work - earthly love is lauded.

In the ethics of the Kural, as in those of the Laws of
Manu, the idea of reward has a place. The way of virtue is
recommended because it leads to a better reincarnation or
to liberation from re-birth. Along-side of this is found also
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the naive view which is so conspicuous in Chinese eithics
that moral behaviour results in earthly welfare and immoral
in misfortune. Nevertheless, ethics in the Kural are not so
entirely dominated by the idea of reward as in Brahmanism,
Buddhism and the Bhagavad-Gita. We already find here
the knowledge that good must be done for its own sake. [t
shines out from various maxims.

According to the Kural, duty is not confined, as in the
Bhagavad-Gita, to what the caste calling involves, but
consists in general in “all that is good.”

Maxims about joy in activity, such as one would not
expect from Indian lips, bear witness to the strength of the
world and life affirmation present in the Kural.

With sure strokes the Kural draws the ideal of simple
ethical humanity. On the most varied questions concerning
the conduct of man to himself and to the world its utterances
are characterised by nobility and good sense. There hardly
exists in the literature of the world a collection of maxims in
which we find so much lofty wisdom.

So a natural and ethical world and life affirmation of this
kind was present among the people of India at the beginning
of our era, although nothing of it can be found in Brahmanism,
Buddhism and Bhagavad-Gita Hinduism. It gradually
penetrates into Hindu thought through the great religious
teachers who had sprung from the lower castes and lived
among and felt with the people.

SLOILp eT ewTe)



SUTEITL|&LD  BUSTT(GTHEUTT

Cos55508 &THH WG EET
Hoaudrenai @6 s8p wpafla. Afigse proprer@
cuflensufled apged HNHDTRTIGED U] UTPHSSTES Fnmicui.
yeflgwrer Qumiwnturflseameas CararL Smeé@nane,
26U B&G eupmslujeterty. smsEmLw Ceusrss
slpisat @bEienals CurhmidleTmey.

@maflwi Curdl@sy sraavgmil

&.19.1906&) v, srevevsmis ‘Qbg) e(Heu(HEE eT(LSILIBLD
&lgHD TS 6T(Hlujerert]. S ‘@bgisaetlen @ner(The
Hindu Kural) &7 (Bw eunpéens Gphlenw eSlerésdlucrermy.
sfo, Quflgib sbyeoLw odaasmss &uUfHS
Hms@nursser flocunpenn CHCarerTas &miigu|eTenry.
Siemau ‘@Gerent Gelwrenw (il 32) eren b iFlarrsdlaierar
M (GDL_UTESHET D4 (ELD.

&.5. HBHTYSESTSH

(gresiConi &L $l(meusTeneur)

Rev. G.U. Pope
Sacred Kural Translation

“...Yet, all things changing, dieth not thy fame
for thou art bard of Universal man.”
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